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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, CG, AO 

SUBJECT: POST SHABA GOVERNMENT ACTIONS IN SHABA 

1 . SUMMARY LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL MEDIA HAVE REPORTED THAT 
DURING PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S PRESS CONFERENCE OF MAY 25 IN PARIS, 

HE SINGLED OUT LUNDA TRIBESMEN FOR COMPLICITY IN THE SHABA 
ATTACK, BANNED ALL HABITATION ALONG THE ZAIRIAN/ANGOLAN BOR- 
DER, AND REPLACED ZAIRIAN CIVILIAN IDENTIFICATION CARDS IN 

SHABA WITH LOCAL EMPLOYMENT CARDS. IN ANOTHER MOVE ANNOUNCED MAY 25, 
THE MILITARY GOVERNOR OF SHABA REPLACED ALL CIVILIAN SUB-REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONERS (COUTY EXECUTIVES) WITH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW IN PARIS ON MAY 25, PRESIDENT MOBUTU 
TOUCHED UPON SEVERAL SUBJECTS IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE OF SHABA 
PROVINCE. SIGNIFICANTLY, HE AGAIN SINGLED OUT THE LUNDA PEOPLE 
AS PARTICULARLY CULPABLE FOR MANY OF THE EVENTS IN SHABA. NOT 
ONLY HAS HE ACCUSED THEM OF PARTICIPATING IN THE ACTUAL INVASION. 
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BUT HE HAS ALSO STATED THAT THEY AIDED AND CONTINUE TO AID THE 
EX-KATANGAN GENDARMES IN THEIR MIDST. THE CLEAR IMPLICATION OF HIS 
REMARKS IS THAT THE LUNDA ARE GUILTY OF TRADITIONALLY-DEFINED 
TREASON. 

3. APPARENTLY IN AN ATTEMPT TO FORESTALL FUTURE INFILTRATION 
INTO ZAIRE, THE PRESIDENT DECLARED THAT A FREE-FIRE ZONE WOULD BE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ESTABLISHED IN A 60-MILE DEEP SWATH OF TERRIROTY ALONG THE ZAIRIAN 
FRONTIER WITH ZAMBIA AND ANGOLA. (LOCAL PRESS REPORTS HAVE MENTIONED 
ONLY THE ANGOLAN BORDER AREA.) MOBUTU DESCRIBED THIS 
AREA AS A NO-MAN'S-LAND WHERE ZAIRIAN MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
WOULD BE ALLOWED TO SHOOT "ANYTHING THAT MOVES.” 

4. INVALIDATION OF ZAIRIAN CITIZENSHIP CARDS IN SHABA IN FAVOR 

OF EMPLOYMENT CARDS ALSO APPEARS AIMED AT STOPPING INFILTRATION 

FROM ANGOLA OR ZAMBIA. THE OFFICIAL EXPLANATION IS 

THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF ZAIRIAN ID DOCUMENTS WERE 

STOLEN DURING THE SHABA EVENTS AND MIGHT BE USED BY INFILTRATORS. 

5. COMMENT: THE IMPOSITION OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT DOWN TO THE COUNTY 
LEVEL 

WILL PROBABLY AUGMENT THE SHABAN'S SENSE 
OF ALIENATION FROM KINSHASA. IN PARTICULAR, THE PRESIDENT'S 
CONTINUED SINGLING OUT OF THE LUNDA ETHNIC GROUP HAS CAUSED 
INDIVIDUAL LUNDA TO FEEL INCREASINGLY PERSECUTED BY AND DIS- 
AFFECTED FROM THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. THE PROCLAMATION OF A 
FREE-FIRE ZONE WILL EXACERBATE LUNDA APPREHENSION; THE AREA 
IN QUESTION IS NEARLY ALL WITHIN LUNDA TERRITORY AND CONSE- 
QUENTLY WILL REQUIRE MASS MOVEMENT (PROBABLY BY FORCE) OF LARGE 
SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION. THEY WILL HAVE TO LEAVE 
THEIR TRADITIONAL HOMES AND FIELDS BEHIND WITH LITTLE HOPE, 

BASED UPON PAST ACTION, OF COMPENSATION FROM THE GOZ. 

PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS, ALTHOUGH OSTEN- 
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SIBLY DESIGNED TO COUNTER FISSIPAROUS TENDENCIES IN 
SHABA, APPEAR MORE LIKELY TO INCREASE THEM. 

CUTLER 
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